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Our Mission: 

 
To stop im-

paired driving 
and to support 
victims of this 
violent crime 

We do not want to 
see 8 become 9 (or 
more) this year.  We 
do not want to see one 
more tragic death due 
to impaired driving in 
Toronto, not this holi-
day season or ever.   
Please do not drink and 
drive and please do not 
let your friends drink 
and drive.  Please do 
not let your family 
members, your co-
workers, your associ-
ates, your acquaintances 
or anyone else that has 
been drinking, drive.  If 
everyone would be so 
caring, we would no 
longer have to worry 
about drunk drivers on 
our roads.   ~ Thank you 
for your support.  

On November 1st, 2005, 
buoyed by the supportive 
presence of Att. General 
Michael Bryant; Harinder 
Takhar, Minister of Trans-
portation; Monte Kwinter, 
Minister of Community 
Safety; Police Chief Bill 
Blair; Fire Dept. Chief Bill 
Stewart; and Toronto 
EMS Chief Bruce Farr, 
M A D D  v o l u n t e e r s 
launched this year’s Red 
Ribbon Campaign at To-
ronto Police Headquar-
ters.    
Since that date, dedicated 
MADD volunteers have 
attended 4 Health Fairs, 
participated in 2 R.I.D.E. 
spot-checks, spoken at 6 
Toronto schools, spon-
sored 2 school Multimedia 
Shows and attended nu-
merous other community 
and fundraising events.  
Volunteers have also con-
tinued to provide victim 
support and have placed 
thousands of red ribbons 
at various stores, schools, 
businesses and other 
community locations.   
These heartfelt volunteer 
efforts serve to make our 
community safer by edu-
cating Torontonians of 
the dangers of drinking 

and driving.. 
But it’s still not 
enough.  We need 
YOUR help this holiday 
season to keep all of 
our friends and family 
members safe.  
Statistics garnered from 
Toronto Police Traffic 
Services as of Decem-
ber 6th, 2005 show that 
of the 55 traffic fatalities 
that have occurred so 
far this year in Toronto,  
8 were due to impaired 
driving.  In addition, 
there have been 7 alco-
hol-related personal 
injury collisions. In 
2004, there were 9 fa-
talities due to impaired 
driving and 7 serious 
personal injuries that 
were alcohol related.   

MADD Toronto Representatives present $5000 

R.I.D.E. sponsorship cheque to Police Chief Bill Blair 
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Simple Plan lends rock star Simple Plan lends rock star Simple Plan lends rock star Simple Plan lends rock star 
support to MADD’s messagesupport to MADD’s messagesupport to MADD’s messagesupport to MADD’s message 

 

It’s one thing to hear the 
song Untitled: How Could 
This Happen to Me? by Sim-
ple Plan, but it’s something 
completely different to look 
them in the face and tell 
them how their song af-
fected me and brought 
forth all the emotions I’ve 
felt when talking to families 
impacted by impaired driv-
ing.  On December 4th, 
Kathy, Ruth and I met Sim-
ple Plan before they went on 
stage at Muchmusic. I had 
played over and over what I 

wanted to say, and when I 
was looking at them I had 
no idea where to start. 
That night, I was the voice 
for all those in the fight 
against impaired driving, 
and SP listened with caring 
and sincerity.  Afterward, 
they generously gave 
MADD Canada a cheque for 
$2000. They are truly re-
markable young men who 
express their thoughts and 
beliefs in the songs they 
sing. We can only hope 
their message hits home. 

dangers related to this 
violent crime.  

As a single fulltime work-
ing mother, Ruth still 
manages to fit in time vol-
unteering with MADD.  
She believes in the cause 
and wants to help in send-
ing out the intended mes-
sage. 

Following her first time 
experience as a volunteer 
on the R.I.D.E program, 
Ruth agreed to take up 
the role of  R.I.D.E coor-
dinator.  Her role in this 
position is to arrange for 
MADD volunteers to go 
out on  R.I.D.E. spot 
checks with the Metro 

Police.  She keeps ongoing 
communication with the  
police to enhance the 
growth of the R.I.D.E. 
program which she con-
siders a challenge. 

On each R.I.D.E. spot 
check, Ruth works with 
other volunteers to edu-
cate the public on mat-
ters related to drinking 
and driving, to thank the 
public for their coopera-
tion and more importantly 
to make the general public 
aware about the exis-
tence and accessible sup-
port of the organization. 

Thank you Ruth for your 
dedication and caring! 

Ruth Collins is an inspira-

tion to all of us who have 

ever said, “I just don’t 

think I have the time.”  

Ruth Collins joined the To-
ronto Chapter of Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving about 
two and a half years ago 
when she was introduced 
to the organization by her 
sister, a police officer who 
at the time was involved in 
the R.I.D.E. program. Al-
though Ruth is a not a vic-
tim of drinking and driving, 
it was a risky chance she 
had taken when she took a 
ride with someone who was 
intoxicated that made her 
increasingly aware of the 

Although a single 
mother holding 
down a fulltime 
job, Ruth Collins 
still finds the time 
to volunteer as 
MADD Toronto’s 
R.I.D.E. 
Coordinator.  

Volunteers Ruth, Sandra and Kathy with Simple Plan 

By  

Sandra Ania 

By Daniela Attard 



How much until How much until How much until How much until 
it’s enough? it’s enough? it’s enough? it’s enough?  
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Submitted by  
Daniela Attard 

MADD Canada recently 
launched Enough is Enough, a 
campaign to address the mis-
conceptions of legal limits for 
drinking and driving.  By edu-
cating the public on the 
‘misunderstood’ facts, MADD 
hopes to push federal lawmak-
ers to amend their current 
legal limits and importantly, 
lower the blood alcohol limit 
while driving from 0.08% to 
0.05%. 

This campaign urges the pub-
lic to become informed and to 
write their provincial and fed-
eral MPs to address the issue. 
Andrew Murie, CEO of MADD 
states: "MADD Canada 
strongly believes the current 
allowable limits do not reflect 
social drinking, but rather in-
toxication levels that are far 
too risky for other safe and 
sober road users. We're urg-
ing Canadians to become 
aware and to let their elected 
representatives know how 
they feel about the inade-
quate impaired driving legal 
limits."  

The facts, as reported on 
www.madd.ca, state that, in 
practical terms, “the current 
federal legal limit of 0.08% 
BAC means a 200 lb. man on 
an empty stomach can drink 
6-plus standard drinks in two 

hours, and will likely not be 
charged with a Crimi-
nal Code offence for 
impaired driving.” 

This example does 
not reflect social 
drinking; instead it 
shows Canadians the 
harsh realities of 
just how much alco-
hol that person in the 
car next to you may 
have had. 

MADD Canada’s research con-
cludes a 0.05% BAC  is an effec-
tive way to make our roads safer 
from impaired driving. It will re-
duce the number of crashes 

caused by impaired driv-
ers, helping 
to  save lives 
and prevent 
injuries.  If 
implemented 
c o r r e c t l y , 
MADD offi-
cials say, it 
c o u l d 
“prevent be-
tween 155-

185 fatalities a year.” 

For more information on 
the “Enough is Enough” 
campaign, or on MADD 
Canada, visit www.madd.ca. 

Thank you.  

Lowering the BAC to 
0.05% could, if 

implemented correctly, 
“prevent between 155-
185 fatalities a year” in 

Canada. 

By Kimberly Fu 



 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTHERS AGAINST DRUNK 
DRIVING—TORONTO CHAPTER 

518 Eglinton Avenue East 
Toronto, ON 

M4P 1N6 

Phone: 416-924-2666 
Fax: 416-924-3666 

E-mail: maddtoronto@bellnet.ca 

Please make the right 
decision and do not drink 

and drive! 

We’re on the Web! 
Check out our NEW 

website at: 

www.madd.ca/toronto  

    
UUPCOMINGPCOMING E EVENTSVENTS  

● December 15th, 2005—2 showings of Multimedia 
Presentation “Truth” at Don Mills CI 

● December 16th, 2005—Awareness Event at St. Joseph’s Mor-
row Park School  

● December 21st, 2005—Presentation at Chmanade College 

● December 24th, 2005—Memorial R.I.D.E. with Traffic Ser-
vices (2 pm—8 pm) 

● December 22nd—30th, 2005—MADD Toronto office will be 
closed 

● January 2nd, 2006—MADD Toronto office re-opens 

● January 17, 2006—Presentation  at Toronto Hydro (8 am) 

● January 18th, 2006—Presentation at Toronto Hydro (8 am) 

and Monthly Meeting, evening 

● January 20th, 2006—Presentation at Toronto French School 

● January 27th, 2006—Awareness Event at St. Patrick’s High 
School 

 

Thank you for 

your support. 

MADD Canada is a grassroots organization 
whose success comes from the many volun-
teers that we have in our chapters.   

If you would like to show your support with 
a monetary donation, please send a cheque 
or money order to the address above or 
telephone the office with your credit card 
number handy.  

To become a member or volunteer, please 
send an email to maddtoronto@bellnet.ca, 
fax your information to 416-924-3666 or 
call the office at 416-924-2666.    

I would like to support the work of I would like to support the work of I would like to support the work of I would like to support the work of     
the MADD volunteers in my community!the MADD volunteers in my community!the MADD volunteers in my community!the MADD volunteers in my community!    

Volunteers at a Fundraising and Awareness Event  


